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To. thei Right Honourable . 2 


3 4 


"Sir THOMAS DAYTES; 
_Lord Mayor of LoND 0 Me. 
a Ds _ 


The Court of ALDERMEN. 


3 My Lord, 


. Have a «ru FOPE weneration : for your Pt 
ſhip,ar the Court, which makes me [abit 

my Tudoment to. yours, "and * publiſh this Diſ- 
WE: to comply with' your Joint te pol which. T 


think as - as any. Command. Tour Autho- 
Tify, m97e © tar 2} the mitereſt T have init, will re- 
Cnr: 19 theWorld; and if it be but read 


Sith oz” 4 mes 2:6 £ Uniefoflion 4s your Honours heard 
it, it wi an{ver the ends of its Publication , and ' 
prove as uſeful, as 7t is ſuitable to the neceſſities 
of the age. *Tis a fad thing to conjider,that there 

Ro a Diſcourſe as this 
and nothing reflefs more diſhonour os the Goſ- 


pel,or more grieves and difheartens the Miniſters 


thereof , then t0 ſee' themſelves conſtrain d by 
Mens extravagant Opinions, 'to Preach up thoſe 
7 ruths , , they ought to preſuppoſe. But ſo, my 

Lord, 
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ſubjefts for Sermons, as they ſometimes give our 
Law-givers matter for their Laws", and particu- 
larly PPaaine, which-is nothing but Infide- 
lity in ſeveral dreſſes and degrees, fo poſſeſſes the 
Minds of Men, that inftead.of Preaching wp 
Praftical Divinity , we are often conftrain'd to 
infift upon Doftrinal Paints. Inflead of perſmading 
Men to the Love of God, we are fain now and then 
t0'prove that be ig inſtead of Ying them td habe 
a care of their Souls, we are forc'd to prove, that 
their Souls are Beings worthy of their care; and 
inflead of preſſing them to reſiſt all manner of 
Temptations, and Pray for the Grace of God, we 
ſometimes find it needful, firſt to convince then, 
that they Cave Paner to refift. them, and that his 


Grace is a real thing. This bitter root of unbelief 


25 the Reaſon, why the Goſpel hath no better ſuc- 
ceſs in the World. and one of the true cauſes, why 
fo many Men have a ſecret ill will for the Mini- 
fters of it, becauſe they are an Order of Men ſet 
afide to maintain the everlaſting Truths of God, 
and oppoſe themſehves to thoſe impious Opinions, 
by which they are willing to Damn their Souls. 
But were other Men, my Lord, as Orthodox,and 
znderſiood their Religion as well ax you, there 
would be no occaſuons ; ſach Diſconrſes as this, 
but we ſhould wholly ſet our felves to preſs. home 
upon Mens Conſciences the pratlical Dutces of 
| =p Religion, 


ET WER 24 z A bit Sat ea ot Hon, 
\ © » & 4 RE Me RS ES 
1 Y 3J WY 4 4 s lf 
% 4 
L &; a: 
> 1» 
£ # 
» _& Ca PIs 1 4.4 ze F - 


NG ROE BOAR NT dec 
.* 


Fe ny ; 
- , <*Yy 


\Pg rt'of Diainity "hore. delight fad to own ſelves 


Ne TIP Ion, eras 
. 


” # FFISR _ » _ wa IF" 1 [0 _— - EO : 
, - - aL —"—" A Y _ REC" Sh oa Rt dE ER Bo 7 7 hs VEE I IIa, 3 POO SCI TY ITY > or PII 
F EI OOO Re operer =" 4 _ Ts » $% 7h > "p4 "vo" — 29 ae "> So ne de Sas 4 4 bs E-4 
ec: f | ywiltle TY wy | 2 
. þ 7 n j w19 /7 £ + * » « 
w hs = 
, 


and much more profitable tothe Churcb'ef God. 
\We:fhould not then-.complain ſo much of the n- 
' ſucceſsfulneſs of dur Labours, but ſee 'more of 
the travel of our Souls, when the work of our 
Lord:did:profper in our hands.) 
Butt whether we Preach Praftically,or whether 
we Preach. about Speculative. Truths, we do the 
Work of him that ſent us ; by the former, me re- 
form Mens Vices, by the latter, we confute their 
Errors, by both "we keepitheir Conſciences awake, 
and make it impoſſtble for them to tive without 
remorſe, or dye in their Sins without fear. So 
that the Miniſterial Function, were it meerly 
Humane,..mw/t:xeeds:be cohfeſſed to be an ex- 
cellent Inſtitution, and its greateft Enemies can- - 
not but acknowledge, that the Pulpit conduces as 
much as the Bench, to preſerve Civil Order, and 


reftrajn,the exorbitaut Paſſtons of Men. In par- 


' ticular, my Lord, were it not for us , this popu- 


lous City, which is now ſo happy in your Govern- 
ment, would be far more Wicked than it is, and 
both your Honour, and all other Minifters of 
Criminal Fuſtice , would have much more Em- 
ployment for their Axes and Rods. As for you, 
my Lord, your Honour , by your diligent and 


' impartial Adminiſtration of Fuſtice hath teſtified 


ro the World, that you bear not the Sword in 
Val. 
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ever fince it was put into your hands, 

you have ſeverely Puniſbed Vice," and reform'4 

. more diſorders , and diſorderly Perſons , than'T 
bave opportunity here to relate. © The World 
ſees, and the City feels the effefts of your good 
Government: Good Men Honour. you, bad Men 
Fear you, God will Bleſs you,' ate Pofterity will © 
mention your Name with Praiſe. In particular, 
none Honours you more for your private and po- 
titical Virtues, than, NO ISIS AT 


My Lord, © -- 


*>Þ <1 'Your Lordſhips moſt humble Servant, 


GEroRGE HI1CKES. 
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There hath no Temptation taken yo , but ſuch 


as is common to man: but God is faithful , 
who will not ſuffer you to _be tempted above + 
that ye are able ; but will with the: Tem- 
ptation alſo make a way to eſcape , that you 
may be able to bear it. 


Lthough-the Subſtance of that Baptiſmal Oath 
of Allegiance, which every Chriſtian takes 
at his entrance into Covenant with God, be, 
to renounce the: World, the Fleſh, and 'the 

Devil; and although this ſolemn obligation be laid 

by God and the Church: upon the Conſcience of every 

Chriſtian, to make him more vigilant and reſolute in 

reſiſting the Temptations which the World without, 

the Fleſh wirhin, .or the Devil both ways can preſent 
unto_himr : Yet to the ſcandal both of our Nature 
and Religion, there have often been, and now are in 
the Church,,of God, a ſort of licentious , perjur'd 

Chriſtians , who taking a pride to aggravate the 

weakneſs of Humane Nature, and undervalue the power 
of Gods aſliſting Grace, repreſent it as impoſſible for 
finful Fleſh and Blood to 'overcome the Pleaſures of 

ſome, and; the Terrours of other. Temptations ; and ſo 
make Religion it ſelf, which is nothing, but the pra- 

Rice of reGſting Pain andiPleaſure out of love to. God, 

an idle Romantick notion,; and in effe&, renounce 
their Baptiſmal Vow.. |; - , - TX 5H | 

But to the lewd Pretenſions, and authority of n+ 
\n B mo 


 Srrongefi Temptations 
moſt infolent Men., my Text is 8n- apparent contra» 
diction, and reproof ; wherein the Apoſtle aſſures the 
ſuffering Corinthians , that ,.as among all the ſharp 
Trials and Perſecittions they had undergone: for Re- 
ligion, none had happen'd to them, but ſuch as were 
& 24%; proportionable 60 the Nature of. Man,. or ſuch 
as others-before them had endured : So for the future he 
likewife aſſures them, that God, who was faithful to 
his Promiſes; -wotld- hot” ſuffer thent” to be tetiiþted 
above their Strengeh';' but upon 'the "dite exeFcife of 
their patience and courage in reſiſting, wonld make a 
way tor them to eſcape in all their 'Iridls , and.give 
them ſufficient ſupplies of his Grace to ſupport and 
overcome the violence thereof. = 
. There hath.no Tempration taken you, (faith he) ut 
fach as is moderate or common to tmah, for God is fdtthful, 
who will not, &c.  & 4 
.:\ Thisis the titue and obvious meaning of theſe words ; 
and therefore by good analogy botlvof Faith and Rea- 
ſon,”-we may :concluyge, that God, who is acquaiated 
with the infirmities of our Nature, takes: the fame'care 
of us inall other Trials, and Temptations, as the' Ap0. 
ftle here affures us he doth in perſecutions; "which are 
- in this and many other: places of the Goſpel emplin- 
rically called: Zemprations , becauſe that of all the 
Trials which ment can undergo for the ſake of /God 
and Religion, thoſe terrible pains and ſufferings wherein 
perſecutions-confiſt, are by far moſt difficuk tobe with 
ttood by: feeble Fleſfr and Blood, oO D 0 
. But whar nee is there of provitig ſo/gredt A Truth 
by conſequence andianalogy, when the promiſe of the 
Spirit, (that aſſiſtant: form of Chriſtiavs,) #'the toft 
generab promiſe of the Goſpel; and! 6ne. 6f-the-prineipal 
terms: upon, which we are erſcourdged- to! enteriifto Us 
venant with God? For we bind ol felves"bF! our' Sa = 
cramental Oaths;, to! reſiſt- ſuch Terriptations __ 
2 IT a 


ak Congqueereatde \by\ Chrifttons. 
agg: Human Naturecis: 'hot able 16: nefiſt, becauſe 
 we-we aſlir'd from: the. beginning to the: eng of the 
New Teſtament ; 7hat God wilhgive bis &piricto them 
that fracerely- askc ity. thet thei Griases of at ant /aieiert 
far ng; that: hamill perfet his Strengthcin Fduman Weats 
eſis. ant that be will mate. us. more: dbanconguerenrs-in 
all Temptations, and find out a way: by which we: ſhall 
e/cape. A confiderable part of the: Goſpel canfiſts in 
ſygh like promiſes of receiving: ſufficient a(liſtancefiom 
God:z-.and indeed: it had: been; ipconſifient with his 
Wiſdom & Goodne(s,as heiis the Author of the Cprenanc 
of Grace, to. require us to: ſwear reſiſtance..againſt ſlich 
Temprations. as depraved Human Nature is-notiable to 
withitand, -unlefs: withal: be - would: have: giyeh'vacon4 
cufrent: ſfuppbes of fipernataral Strength; fafficiens:to 
ſupport us'19; them, and! enable; us to pertorm what: he 
doth. exact. _: rn, tf Ci | 

_ This then being certain, chat, God>ſtands bound in 
his Goſpel to take ſpecial.care to aſlifi-us.in all/Bempta- 
* trons, and; grafitzus: ſuſhcient: ſypplys:;of: his| Grace, 
I proceedrto; proye the: Apoſtles conſequence, That no 
Temptations, how: violent: ſoever , are: intefiftible by 
Chriſtians, or that no\Temptationor.Triab hathorever 
ihall; happen: by 'Gads pexriGoo; ugtaiapy! Perſon: in 
Cavenans with him; but: ſyokas, is} fmtable:to the 
Pawers. ok Human Nasure fivengthened by; Grane,. and 
ſuch as a reaſonable conſiderate Man that duly uſes and 
1preves the preſent: adJutanee of Godg. mayrnoteaſily 
copquergndſubdae. ily Oo goulot pi edond 
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thaxity on pracedenti;' and; Seaondlyy;.byuneaſen.- : | 111, | 
Eirfy b ; anthtax/ty, taken: from the: practuce andcexs TY 
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. Unpley) of. wife: and> ſeben; Menoip ath Ages;. who bave --: 
|  "56itzd the firongaft;. anddavercame this imoſk difficult = + 
_ N Eemnptacſank:forl the fake of Godis, andithErvtorathata 
Fraiteroys: ungadly : had now byg:to> myo 
z | 2 rne 


 - _ Strongeſt Temptations" | 
the cauſe of Virtue and Religion as «deſperate and inde- 
fenſible, contradi& the experiences:of Ages', and belye 
the Records. both of God and\Man. | | 
* T ſhall bur inſtance inthree'or four of the moſt violent 
aſſur'd Temptations, which the Devils -and their curſed 
Agents uſe as the ſtrongeſt battery to ſubdue the ſouls 
of the braveſt Men. | 4 g 
The firſt whereof, is the fear of Death, which Bildad 
in Fob, calls:;1m11923 7195:,the King of Conſternations, 
or 'Terrors ; and yet: as terrible as are the approaches 
of this King of Terrors ,-the brave adventures of thoſe 
gallant Heathens, who have met him with all his 
train of. Terrors, without aſtoniſhment and fear, and 
facrific'd their fives for their Country and Friends: 
Theſe generous: ſouls,” T ſay, who could ſcarce dye for 
higher ends,-infallibly ſhew, that *tis fo far from being 
impoſſible, that *tis neither ſtrange, nor difficult for 
Reaſon-without Grace,  or-unaſſiſted Humane Nature, 
to.overcome the fear. of Death. DS: | 
But.then if we conſult the Records" of the Church, 
we ſhall find the ſupreme motives of Religion to have 
made Cowards, and common People valignt, and. the 
Spirit: of God, which the. Few?/þ Writers call the 
Spirit of: Might-,' ſo to have fortifi'd the Courage 
ot Women and Children; as to make them dye with 
- more. Reſolution , than the Worthies of Greece and 
Rome. eo 
__ »*/!The time would fail, as the Author to the Hebrews 
ib Fs fpeaks, in telling of thoſe that were ftowd, ſawn 
animaduerſie- aſunter , (a) empaled, and ſlain with ' the Sword. 
nes honerabils And the. Fewiſh 'and Chriſtian Martyrologies ; the 


94 3 1-0 bloody Calendars of the Greek and Latin Churches ; 


«5.47, in Ep. the Hiſtories' of the Perſecutions of the 'Fews by the 
ad Her. 6. 11. Fteathens, of the Chriſtians by them both, and of the . 
T former and- latter Reformers by the' Papal See, from 
the time-of the Waldenſes,, to. this laſt Age, are fo 

| many 


Conguerabls by Chrifllans 


many ſtanding Ads and Monuments to prove, that 
no tryals can happen to Men, but what Humane Na- 
ture is able to bear, and particularly that Death in 
all this array of Terrors is no ſuch inſuperable con- 
fideration, when it' ſtands in competition with our 
Duty to God. | | 


- The Chriſtians of Bythinia and Pontws in the time of 


Trajan, behav'd themſelves with ſuch-reſolution, 'and 
aſſurance at the Heathen Tribunals, that his Procurator 
and their Judge Pliny miſtook thei conſtancy and per- 
ſeverance for ſtubbornneſs of Opinion , or a- certain 
Superſtitious obſtination of Mind. And afterwards in 


the tenth Perſecution, they ſo little regarded their 


Lives, that they threw them away, and offered un- 
neceſlary-affronts to the Heathen Gods, that ſo they 
might be ſure ro dye Martyrs in the Fact, and have 
the honour to Seal the Truth with their Blood. In- 
ſomuch that the Wiſe Council of (a) Eliberis was fain 


to make a Decree to correct ſuch unwarrantable riotous uz zog. #- 


| Zeal, and make them leſs prodigal of their Blood: But 
both they; and the more - Primitive: Chriſtians of 


. other Countrys would have dy'd, had it been «jus plecuirin 


poſſible a thouſand times, rather than- drop a grain 


of Incenſe, bow before an Idol, or do any other 
ſignificant Action, which Cuſtom had made a ſign-of 


denying Chriſt. 


\ And fince the corruption of the Zatin Church, the 


noble Army of reformed Martyrs in theſe Weſtern parts 
of the World, have choſen to meet the King of Terrors 
in his: moſt terrible appearance, I mean-in the dreadful 


Inquiſition, and endure the moſt' painful ſorts of 


death, rather than Worſhip a Cake of Bread, Invoke 


their Fellow-creatures, admit any Advocate in Heaven 


but Jeſus, or make the Goſpel depend upon the-diQtates 


of the. Pope, how. illiterate and wicked ſoefer he may - 
be. But were there no other Hiſtories-extant but 'the 


Bible, 


>*2--4M 


Bible, the.number of the: Saints recorded; thete;. that 
have embraced the moſt bitter Ignominiqus Deaths,and 
deſpiſed the Forments and Shame thereof, are-more 
than enough to prove , that there is' no Temptatian: 
{9 dreadful, but what-may be born by. Man, and:that. 
tis neither impoſſible, nor ſo exceeding difficult- for: 
Chriſtzans 'to'conguer the fear of Death, as the pro- 
ine: and ſenſual part of the World, to the diſhonour 
oj our Religion, pretend it to be. | lin 
The. ſecond inftange, under, which I ſhall bring exs: 
7 fs to prove, that no, Temptation. is irreſaitible, 
ths [:be taken from the. Sin. of Uncleanneſs, - or For- 
ucation, a Sin which the World is ſo apt to. excuſe, 
and pretend a. kind of neceſſity to. commit, becauſe it 
is ſo. natural. to Eleſhand. Blood. And: yet: as natural: 
nd. hereditary as the Advocates -of Uncleannefs' re 
preſent it to be, 'tis ſo, far from being an irreſiſtible 
Temptation, that Foſeph reſiſted the trequent umpor- 
tunities. of his own. Lady. or Miſtre., although. be- 
ſidzs the quality. of her Perſon, -and; the; danger. of. 
denying, his. own. Youth, - andall-other circumſtances. 
concurr'd to make him conſent and Yield. And were-: . 
the dread of the Majeſty. of the Pure, and: Holy God, 
agyels 6 upon the. heart, ofthe moſt lufkful Saty.r, bur. 
half, as, deep, -as. it. was upon; his., that. Grace alone. 
would be ſufficient to check his ſinful propenſions, and! 
make him cry out. as he did in the. critical; momeng. of 
Tryal, Zow ſhall. I do this.damnableaatt; and fin.againſt 


my, God 2 muy fi 
; But leſt you, thould obje&t thay Foſepb. was. an- ex» 
traordinary, perſon;, and; had. more! than,_ comman: 
aſlſtange trom, God-; let us. ſuppoſe the.moſt ordinary 
unexperienc'd; Chriſtian ſurrounded-with. the. Rrongett:. 
Lempytations imaginable, to.commit this. natural, and-. 
therefore concluded:unconquerable Sin ;. Let us, ſuppoſe: 
him, to have the moſt charming Beauty. to entice-him, - 
together 
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Conquerable by Ebriftians. 

together with. oppottunity , and all other Circum- 
ſtances to heigliten the Temptation, and make it as 
outrageous as it can be imagi d to be ; yet for all chis, 
if this Man ſhould fay that he were not able to reſiſt 
this violent Tenpration, he Would lye againſt | his 
Cofhiſcience, atid contradi& the univerſal experience of 
the World. For ifat that ifſtant God ſhould fay unto 
him, as unto the' Rich Mai in the Goſpel, 7hou Fool, 
this night thy Soal ſhall be required of thee ; That 
dreadful Summons to appear ſo ſoon in the next 
Wofld; would inike this mighty Temptation became 
nvtie at all , and breeey ' drive” out that unclean 
Spirit of Luſt which poſſeſt his Soul before. . But 
much tore, if at the ſame time ſfiould come forth the 
Fingers of a Minis hand, and write upon the Wall, 
Mene, Mewe, Tekel Vpharzin, Do this, and thou ſhalr 
be immediately aimed; IT deſire any one of you to 
Ahſwet i his heart for this Man, what you think he 
would do: You teannot but conteſs, that his Amorous 
intentions and Countenance would be chang'd, his jovial 
Thoughts troubled; his Joints loos'd, and his Knets 
like King Belſbazzar's , knock one 'againſt another. 
Or aſt, ler ts ſuppoſe dt the fame inſtant, that an 
tinexpeated Meſſage ſhoukd come from his Prince, 
threatning the Gibbet, or. the Ax, if he proceeded 
to gratifie his ſinful Deſires ; ſuch a terrible Meſſage 
would untoubtedly be fufficient to extinguiſh his preſent 
Flames, and reſtrain him from the Sin he intended to 
commit. Or not to take the advantage of ſuch frightful 
Eriemies to his P/zaſare, as Damnation or Death, let us 
rather fuppoſe, Thar a little' Child, much -more a - 
Grave and Reverend Perſon, ſhould unexpetedly come 
. Into the Roomibefore he proceeded to execute his filthy 
EAſF; - certainly inffead of nutlg it impoſſible toreſiſt 
the Damnable Sin, he would” find it impoſſible for him . 
to commit it in their preſence, unleſs he had madean 
44k, utter 
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Strongeſt Temptations 


utter ſhipwrack both of his Conſcience and Honour, 
and were become as ſhameleſs as a Beaſt. Or, let us 
ſuppoſe that a mighty reward, imagin a Kingdom, or 
fome vaſt Sum ot Money were offer'd him upon con- 
dition he would reſiſt this pretended irreſiſtible Tempta- 


tion, what do you think would be the event 2 You 


muſt needs conteſs he would find Strength and Reſo- 
lution enough to overcome the unconquerable Tem- 
ptation upon theſe terms , and be glad to be hired 
by ſuch a Reward, to abſtain from. his Damnable 
Luft. And therefore, if all this be true, Why 
ſhould not the remembrance of our own Mortality 
as effectually Mortifie our Luſts, and keep us from 
daring to commit a preſumptuous Sin, as if God 
himſelf ſhould tell us we ſhould ſhortly dye 2 Why 
ſhould not, the conſideration of Eternal Torments 
threatned in the Goſpel, be as perſwaſive againſt Sin, 
as the conſideration of them written by a Spirzz upon 
a Wall ? Or why ſhould not the Meſſage of Eternal 
Death which we deliver from God, prevail as much 
upon Men, as the Meſſage of temporal Death from a 
King ? Laſtly, why ſhould not the preſence of the 
Omnipreſent God over-awe Men more than the 
preſence of a Man 2 Or, why ſhould not the 
Infallible Promiſe of Heaven and Infinite Hap- 
pineſs , be a more powerful motive to Self-denyal, 
than the Promiſe of a Kingdom, or Treaſure here 
below. | | | 
The ſhameful .inconſideration, ſtupidity , and car- 
nality of Mens hearts, is the cauſe why Temporal ex- 
ations and propoſals have more force upon their 
ouls, than the hopes of Eternal Glory ; and that pre- 
ſent .or approaching ſenſible Pain or Loſs, .fills their 
earthy Minds with more dreadful apprehenfions, than 
the proſpe of Infinite Miſery to come. 


4 
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C onquerable by Chriftians. 
'-'But'to'conclude this Inſtance with a. more familiar 
Argiirnerit ; | If * the” Temptations 'to this Sin be ſo 
very difficult to'be ' reſiſted; as Debauch'd Men pre- 
tend it ts, how-comes- ito paſs, that careful and Reli- 
gious Parents'ſuffer their'Children to'Sojourn in-Meſech, 
and dwell-in the Tents of Xedar, T mean to po. abroad 
and converſe in this wicked World ? How dare they 
expole their Sonals, which - they tender next to their 
_ own,'ito ſuch certain dangers in an Adulterous Gene- 
rstion, if to'deny ones ſelf, and reſiſt the Tempta. 
tions of the - Fleſh be either impoſlible, or next to im- 
 polſlible, as the injurious Diſcourſes of the urclean 

Spirits ofithis licentious Age upon all occaſions repreſent 
it to be's - * Hs 4.179 | 

| My third Inſtance to prove how capable the nature 
of Man , . by Gods Grace, is to reſiſt or overcome 
the moſt dangerous Temptations, ſhall be taken from 
a\Temptation to commit ſome S1n upon a certain pro- 
poſal-of gaining. or loſing a Crown. Among all the 
Trials 'or ' Temptations the World , the Devil, or 
our own Hearts can preſent unto us, none can. be 
more powerful or unconquerable than. this : For a 
Crown: is the- higheſt' ſecular Intereſt, the poſſeſſion 
of! it: is" both Government and Riches , an by con- 
ſequence; | the- hopes-of getting , or fear of loſing 
that ſupreme degree 'of 'Temporal Happineſs, which 
conſiſts-'in the enjoyment -of it, muſt at leaſt to 
. Govetaus;, 'or. ambitwus- Souls, be the ſtrongeſt in- 
ducement ! that 'can be * to Sin.''' And yet as po- 
werful as this motive is,'Moſes,' who might have paſſed 
forthe Sori of Pharaohs Daughter, and by conſequence, 
have.been-Heir- preſumptive to his Crown , when he 
came/'to. Years','"{ as 'the : Author to "the Hebrews 
writes) rather than: 'recourice'-the Coveriant', which 
his:Anrceftors made with 'God ,- Excommunicate him+ 
felf from his viſible Church , Fn forſake - his Bre- 
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Strongeſt Temptations 
thren, though the perſecuted People of God, refuſed 
" to be calfd, that is, to be the Son of that Auguſt 

Princeſs, and expoſe the moft glorious Kingdom of 
the World. And not to ranſack forreign Hiſtories, or 
multiply Examples in this ſhort Diſcourſe, -our late 
Soveraign Charles the Martyr, whom God was 
leaſed to make perte& through ſufferings , and re- 
BS for theſe latter times, as the moſt glorious, Mo-+ 
'nument of Chriſ#;an Courage that ever. was 1n; the 
World, That: incomparable Prince and, Chri/tias, 
rather than'Rob God, Profſtitute his Royal Honour, 
juſtifie Sacrilege and Rebellion by Law, and Perjure 
his Righteous Soul, by accepting thoſe Sinful Con- 
ditions rhe Rebels propoſed ; atter many other un- 
'parallell'd ſufferings, choſe to Sacrifice his Blood to 
his Conſcience, and ſecure his Innocence by the lafs 
of his Triple Crown. | | 

My laſt inſtance to prove how capable. Humane 
Nature in a Chriſtian is to refilt Temptations, 
thall be taken from the natural: deſire. of , Revexge, 
which of all other ſinful affeftions, but Pride and 
Seli-love, from whence it proceeds, diſcovers is ſelf 
moſt early in Man : For with how. much impas 
tience and eagerneſs will even little Children: ſtrive 
to be revenged ? How quickly will __—— 
and how long remember injuries ; and how will: 
Malice, as it were , polleſs their little Souls ;; and 


Anger, the actual exerciſe of - that Malice, frell' 


their Hearts and Eyes? And how, natural: this- Sin is 
to the corrupt ak” 

it is to. ſome particular” complexions and tempers ;. 
the Brawls, Curſes, Duels,  Faitions , Slanders.,. Li 
bels,, Murthers, Scbiſms , - and . Rebetlzevs ,. 'which. 


happen in. all. Societies. of Men ,;-are moſt. fad :de-- 


plorable proofs, And yet if any Man dany that it 


itution of Man,: and how: proper. - 


 Conquerable by Chrifflians” 
is poſſible - to mortiffe ' this damnable paſſion of 


Revenge, wherein the Image of the Devil fo much 


conſiſts he- Libels the Chr:F/an Relipion, | and in- 


| fares the Reputation and Authority of the Gofpel , 


which teacheth Men- to forgive and love their ene- 
mies, to bleſs them that curſe us , and to do good 
to them that hate us and deſpitefully uſe us. This 
Dotrin is proper to the Chri/tian above all the Re- 


- ligions in the- World ; God' hath tnade it the very 


condition upon which hel accept our Oblations , 
and grant us Pardon for our Sins ; and therefore if 
thou bring thy gift before the Altar, and there re- 
membreſt that thy Brother hath ought againſt thee , 
leave thy Gift there , and go thy way, thou muſt firſt 
Be reconciled to thy Brother , and then return , and 
offer thy gift. And unleſs we can prevail with our 
felves to forgive men their treſpaſſes, the Oracle of 
our Religion hath aſfur'd us, *tis in vain to Pray 


'for' the Pardon of our own. - Therefore it it be 


impoſſible to reſiſt Temptations to this deviliſh Sin 
of Revenge, or which 1s all one, to Forgive the 
Enetny that ſtrikes the firſt ſtroke , *tis impoſſible 
ro-be Saved , or elfe all the Precepts 'of mutual for- 
bearance and forgiving one another muſt paſs for 
Goſpel gallantry, or only for the Romantick and 
Ornamental part of the- Chriffian Religion, which it 
concerns us not at all ro prattice or believe. But 
alaſs, *tis as caſte to conquer this damnable paſſion of 
Revenge, as to become Meek, and Humble, and Cha- 
ritable ; for the mutnal exercife of which moſt ex- 


* eellent Graces, the Primitive Chriftians, as Marcellinus 


hath obſerved, were famous among the Zeathens, when 

Slanders, Quatrels, Blood-ſhed, 'and all other Tragicat 
fſes of 'Revenye, were ſcarce 'ever heard of in the 

Church of God. | | | - 


4 EGS $20 


C 2 But 


«aa 25s 
© — IR 
d; Ly Fs 
Fa wt Fs”; 
or LE 
OE 8 
" Them .--> 
_ F _ 
L * 
N 
I 
£ 


Strongeſt Temptations . 


But beſides the. Examples I have taken out of 
the Bible, and other Sacred Hiſtories to prove 
under theſe four -Inſtances ,, that.'no Temptations 
are too. ſtrong to be overcome, let me add ſome 
examples out of. Heathen and Mabametan Hiſtorians 
for the further confirmation of this fundamental 
Trath, | ; 
Under my firſt Inſtance I might have produc'd a 
thouſandilluſtrious Examples, as of Socrates ,- Regulus, 
Curtias ; all which choſe to dye very cruel Deaths : 
The firſt, rather than deny God; The ſecond, rather 
than perjure his Soul ; And the third , to deliver his 
Country from a Plague. | 
My ſecond Inſtance I might have adorn'd with 
the memorable examples of Scipio Numantinas, . and 
Mahumet the Great ; whereof the firſt abhor'd to 
look upon that charming Beauty which his Captains 
preſented unto him, as his prize : And the latter, alter 
an humble remonſtrance ot his Lords , how much- it 
was beneath the Majeſty of the Oztoman Emperour to 
enſlave it ſelf to the Weaker . Sex, immediately facri- 
ficed his deareſt Miſtreſs Irene to his Honour, with 
his own vitorious Hands. 'The Action was Barba- 
rous , but the Self-denial was great, and may juſtly 
ſerve to upbraid thoſe ſlothful cowardly Chriſtians, who 
have not only. loſt all ſenſe of Honour, but all ſenſe 
and conſideration of infinite future Rewards, and 
ſo handen their hearts, that they will not attend. to 
the diCtates of their own Reaſon, and thereby , diſpoſe 
their Souls to hearken to the ſecret Diretions and 
Inſpirations of God. 'They could be conteat to. have 
him for their Champion , but not for their Second ; 
for they hate to afliſt him, or which. 1s all one; 
to let him aſſiſt them againſt the World ,..the Elefh,, 
and the Devil ; but becauſe they cannot, fo. all; 
| SQ TRErE» 
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Conquerable" by. Chriftians. 


therefore they will do' nothing, nor contribute that 


little they have left as men , to ſecure themſelves 
from; Sin, To conclude, they will not;, like Cor- 
xcljus\ prepare themſelves by Morality for Grace, but 
would: have God-.entirely force- their 'Nature, 'and 
influence their Souls by the irreſiſtible motions of 
his Spirit ; being” unwilling to do ſo much in Spiri- 
tual Matters, as1s requifit to denominate good Actions 
their own 5{6,lt 1” 141 1 
; Under the third Inſtance I might have added the 
great Examples of 4bdolominus, Dioclefian, and Otho ; 
the firſt of which was unwilling to change a private 
Lite tor a Crown; The ſecond chang'd,, a Crown, 
I cannot fay,” but the: Empire''of Rome, which had 
Crowned heads for 'Subjeds ,'for: a private Life ; And: 
the third , though he.:wwas eleted 'Emperour by his 
conquering Legions, refus'd to ratifie the Election by 
his Sword.i; but Kill'd himſelf ,- on (purpoſe to leave 
the Imperial. Seatito, his\Rival j'.-and ſave the 'ex- 
pence-ot his faithful Souldiers: Blood,” 't' 
The fourth Inſtance F might have confirm'd'with 
the Teſtimony. of the Greek and - Latin Moraliſts, all 
which determin. with. one- Voice, that Revenge is 2 
Paſſion ' violent in none ,/-+but; weak and cowardly 
Souls ; and that to Revenge an injury, as the Greek 
word dx imports, is according: to the Doctrin 
of Maximus Tyrius *, to offer one again.; ſo that 
he that :Returns! is as'* much to. be ' condemned by 
the Verdic& of ::right Reaſon, - as he that gives an 
Afﬀroat. 5 v0 nr wH aan On 
- And. therefore ſince *tis| plain by theſe Examples, 
that bare Reaſon and Morad Galantry of Spirit, have 
ſometzmes enabled 'Heathens and pt” nin to refift 
tholeBains;and: Pleaſures; iand' Intereſts, which; 'as'all 
mam grant; are the: trongeſt Temptations to Sin: ;''18/it 


not 
» 


 ftians, whom God, without-a juſt provocation, never 
fails to ſupport and aſſiſt with his: Grace , to mag- 
Nifie the weakneſs. of Humane Nature, and © the 
ſtrength of cheſe and the: like: Temptations, witty a 
Malicious defign , not only to juſtifie themſetves and 
excuſe others, but to Debauch Mankind to the 
utmoſt of their power, and render the Chriſtzax the 
moſt grievous intollerable Religion that ever was in 
the World ? Te: | þ £042 ren 
From whence I proceed to prove by Reaſon, that 
no Trial or Temptation can happen to Men , but 
ſuch as is ſuitable to Humane Nature, aided with Grace, 
and ſuch as any.Chri/tzar that is true to his own 
endeavours, and faithfully uſes the reſtraining and 
aſliſting helps of God , may not eafily conquer and 
. ſubdue. | 

My firſt Reaſan ſhall: be taken from the conſide- 
ration' of the nature of Yirtze and Grace, which arc 
' nothing , but an habitual power, and ability in” the 
Rational Soul of Man, to bear all ſenſible Pain and 
Loſs, and forbear all fenfible Pleafure and Profit, out 
of love to Reaſon: and the Righteous Laws of God. 


| This excellent ſpiritual power and ability of the Soul, 


as far as it is Natural, or acquired by our own As 
and Endeavours, is of Moral conſfideration', but 
as it is ſupernaturally wrought in the Soul, or 
infus'd into it by the Spirit of God, ſo far it is of 
Theological conſideration, and: belongs not to Mo- 
raliſts, but Divines. But becauſe Graee,- as all 
Men grant, is the perfeftion of Nature , and ac- 
quired Virtue is conſiſtent with- infus'd ; I have put 
Divines and Philofophers: both L Ars But were- it 
impoſſible, or fo exceeding difficult as foie! Men 
9 


make 
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* NOC ſhameful Nonſenſe, and horrid: Impiety for Chri.. 
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make it , to reſiſt Temptations /; this definition of 
Grace or Virtue would be but an uſeleſs fiſtitious 
notion, and Divines and Philoſophers from the be- 
ginning of the World would have been either 
Knaves or Fools. . - Al the excellent Sermons the 
former have made with fo mach eloquence and an- 
thority concerning Mortification , Selfdenial , and 
Perſeverance, and all the brave Diſcourſes the latter 
have penn'd with ſuch admirable Reaſon and Rhe- 
torick , concerning, Fortitude, Temperance, and Pa-» 
tiexce, are idle unprofitable Harangues, and as 1n- 
ſignificant - to the impotent Race and. Nature of 
Man, as the. praQtical Rules of Dancing to a Cripple, 
or a Laure Jin Geomerry: to @ natural Fool. In par- 
ticular, St.. Paul, who Magnifies the Grace ' of. God: 
ſo much in his Epiſtles, and proteſts he rook. 
pleaſure. im bearing - Repreaches, Perſecutions, and: 
Diſtrefſes tor Chriſts ſake. This great DoGor- and- 
Saint,. who -declar'd upon: his-own experience, that he- 
was alwaies moſt ſtrong ,: when he was moft weak: 
and that he could- do :and ſuffer all things through. 
the ſtrength he receiv'd from Chriſt, muſt paſs for 'a: 
Cheat , or Enthuſiaſt, if Men by the promiſed fupports- 
and aſſiſtance of Gods Grace be:not able-to reſiſt Tem+ 
pfations unto Sith, +: 1 F701 

... There was. never yet ia the Church of God a: 
more apt Example to confirm- this Doctrin I now: 
maintain, : than” this. Apoſtle: was',. for when. the: 
Fews and Gnoſticks. perſecuted: his righteous Soub with 
ſo much- rage and violence. as to: make . him» call. 
them the: Meſſengers of Satan: , 'and compare- rhe: 
ſharpneſs of the Perſecutions, which they rais'd againſt: 
him, £0 a-. thorn in-the fe/b ;; like a true Souldier of 
Chriſt, he ſtill reſifhed;.and. held ont ;. 'but yet fuſe: 
peQting, his-own: perſeverance:, and fearing __ = 

 Fait 


Faith:and; Patierite ;might atclalf fail he Proyed Go 
thrice ito. remove 'vhe' ſharp) Trials from (hit + But 
God, ;whocknew: whereof: he! was/made, 'better' than 
he himſelf ;dtills continu'd/ them ,"aſſiring the. ſuffer-! 


ing; Apoſtle ; that his concurrent Grace was (uffeient 
for him, and that his Rrength was made' perfect in his 
weakneſs. Ss Yanks aftin P (06441 

: This relation the Apoſtle - makes 'of. himſelf, - is 
either true or falſe :. -If : falſe; then he was either an 
Znpoſtor:, or'a Mad-man":"If he - was | Mad*,” as-the 
Leſtuſes' of this Age repreſent him to be, how- came 
he to: ſpeak the Words of Truth - and Sobernefs ? 
How came: he to write ſuch learned and' profound 
Epiſtles, and make. ſach admirable: defences for-him- 
ſelf and-the Chriſtian Religion, ' before" ſo. miny'Pro- 
curators, ard the Emperour himſelf at Rome? How 
came he- to be ſo, very Wiſe upon” 'occaſion' as. to. 
-Plead the Priviledge of a Roman Citizen, and divide 
the Sadduces againſt 'the Phariſees, ' when they: had 
both .conſpir'd to take” away: his 'Life ?: How 'tame' 
he to baffle the Fews out of their own Traditions 
and- Prophecies, to convert the greateſt Cities of the 
World;:to the. Chri/tzan Religion , 'and -acquire ſuch/ 
a;particular Veneration and Authority,” not- only” 
among the common People, but among the Pht-. 
loſophers. both : of Greece and Rome > To con- 
clude, how: came the Church” Univerſal to Canonize 
his:Writings.z: and - how':came they: particalarly*to' * 
be: 'ador'd” by ſach' gallant Men ' as Fuſtin, Orzger,, 
Tertulliaz , -and: Clemens. of Alexandria, who were all 
as great Wits and Philoſophers as everthe'World could” 
{»An. Impoſtor likewiſe he-.could not be'; for then he' 
muft have ated for Glory ,' or-Gain! - For- Glory he 
did! not ; . becauſe he harh ra rats, 7 : 
£1345, IS 


a 


his! 6wn Sinſiocs, —— ! arid Trſuibicielity, 
repreſenting himdelf as the '&af--of 'rhie . apafies | 
and freely c, \ that heuias what ho. was by 


Apoſtolital 
Othce —_ his ' hen but -a — 
Tragedy or. Catalogue of Miſeries; as' you may:'redd,; - 
A Cher axle 'ths bh to the end: o the Chyprer, 
This Story, then, I cited out''of 'his Writiags maſt 
be infallibly true and if it be'y thew Virtue! und 
Grate 'are reat notions; and by conſequence;nho 'Tem? 
ptation/ can m___ to any Man, but-what Humane 
Nature is-ableito-bear. And Kft: your thoulth chink' 
that: God had a' more partictthr' care! for - this Apo? 
tle than other Chri/tidvs ,* and ſupply'd him: with 
more particular aids, thai the: reſt of the Church.; 
you may find hiiti exhorting:the whole 'Chargh: 
Epheſus ' to be ſtrong In the” Lore ind the poet of 
bu might ; you'may' find him charging; 'T3worby co 
be ſtrong in #4 grate char (ts #4 Chrift 5 and! en 
 horting the! whoke Ciry' of: tlie: Fdwligpians, ro wort 
Get cotg with ::qure —_ icitads.j be- 
<auſe. ,* bye: entin gp > affaſting : Grare 
was: Working 17: ll apy hearts: both /to: Will: and 00 
Db. .Perfeverance.:0t i the. working ons of: Satvarios', 
confiſts' in acthing;:but in "conflundly: tefifling” Terms | 
ptations:20 Siniyi'ahd/ there: can berno ſenſe 107 thar; 
nor! any _ GN ee) th ere - ae er = 
2s The P/a/m;ftiſpeaks) Be a preſent !help inte 
Sobre and his aft —— totheiaid and 
relief of all thoſe char med}, and; fincerely- deſire'in'; 
and, / like the: good and faighfud:Servant inthe Golpely 
improve it as faſt as it beſtowed. ue [1 e HOLY 
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 Srigeſt) Teniftations. 

-To-All/whith: let me! add 'tlic Prevepts' of Moni 
tification \ 'Patience;;-and:'Selk-deniab ;' ! the | Exhorta- 
tions:to keep: dur ſelves Purey;7; cmperine;Sober, C haſt 
to; be fledfaft/.and: xmmevenbleynqo-be-ftedfaft. i» the 
end; toi reh/ti tbe” Devit, i:itorrefift him: anto) Blvod:s 
Ofall:'which and_}the like Exhortations,” if we-.con+ 
ſider \God as the Original Author ,: it: muſt needs 
follpw;.;that Mep in-Covenant:with hiny,: haye:ordi- 
naciy;power to refift the World, otbe:Bleſh, :and the 
Nenu 7:may £6 refiſtthem alto Martyrdpmy:enddts 
Blaod:..':And therefore. none but #ools and;\Wrheifd 
can; be ſo-abfurd;and> impious as-to\imagin tharGod 
Gwith. Reverence:bt <img port Cam Aj ;.ztanfgrof5i:the 
Rules dficornmanſoak, Lavito acuiſe mm. 


the /praftice- of thoſe..Dutins , whinh ch&)khew; defore 
were impoſſible $q:he done. + Nay. this damaable 'aſfer- 
tioo:of the:\Liherfives.of this Age. (avhoy ife-thar 
>: Nero, 3hink:ialb the Wotld:ras ious 


elves \robs\God of his ſs Þjoun 
he hong er Arena Sym meecn <o Fa 
wo them ypon:the PraRtice-of thoſe Duties, ch he 
ew: were-impradticable and: abovethdiy Power ta do! 

But God; thats better acquaiited wither Nature than 
we-aur ;feljics,; campurnis:upon; nothing, bbowyharbe 
knows:is Kither- abſolute ;1adur power, orat:leaſt, arto 
_ conquer.:Femptations 4s; within the-power of dur Nee 

ture\, aſfiſted- by, Grate $0 rpentdrmg;: i. {For (this) 'very 
reaforr.it 1! no g_— bind; 
Cbriſtzancat hisdirſtc: adoiſſſon;libte/Mbvenknt by: ſu 
2-lokimn; Qath to; xeſift Temptations,,.i.as \ pang 
tion'didn;the:baginning):of)tha {Diſcourſe th&/fubs 
ſtaneeiof: whickfalemn tion amounts to thus 
muckz 1:do: here. ine the':ipreſence !of God, 2:11iy, Sas 
viour , and all the Heverly Hoſt devote wmyptet;ao 


the ſervice of God ; ' Icall Heaven, and Earth, the 
2 Church 


F 
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Cnr Chriſtians. 
Cluirch Militant: arid 'Triumphant':to-bear witneſs; 
that IF renounce the World, ithe” Fleſh,” and the 
Devil.; and thatiTle reſiſt their Temptations tomy 
laſt breath!-This1-avows to:be my: refolution':s and 
fipotthis. condition ; ;:and this: alone;/I mow:defire:td 
eter into: Covenant. with my God;,' and be” admitted 
ioto his Churth ;-arid call my- Conſcience to:Record 
this: day), that\T will never repent of::this Promiſe; 
nor xreyokerity Dus:[rontidce3Chiridts faichful: Sbuldiey 
to theendbfamy Life: Sohelp:ante,:O my: Gods 2Tis 
impoſſible for the Conſcience of Man, or Angel:to-be 
bound by-a-ſtronger: _— than this; but urfleſs - 
the Matter: :of::it-be:iprddticable;, 'tis 2 foleiinpicts 
of /Nonſenſe-andiNehiſion ;, tandrGod and? 

for -above- 1600'Vears ? have: amnolE Ut; ang zbis'-the 
- World:; 25590 03 29Vi LOGHE « 

. The: frcoidch Reafom; .b y which T- undurtalioots 
grove; my:Afertion -,; ſhall: Now taken tron: the:.conſis 
dration: of the nattire/bfr:Repeetance :rnatliich confilts 
in ancunfeigned forroxi for obrISins paſt ;':'anda 
ſincere Reſolution: by: Gods: aſſiſtance :'to.' "lend! an 
Holy Life: for | the::cime:to coine.!:.i!But if Mew:be 
conſcious tor. ;themfelves;;::ittaticthe::Sins they goms 
mitted they |could:-Þyicno. means 1reſiſh;; why:dhoold 
they ſorrow and' repent; for iwhati-is. paſt; or iſo: ron- 
tradidt ;themſelves , and! mock” Gad ,7as:  a/proimiſe 
amendment for: the time::to.come2 [Whyinſtead 
of confeffing :their Sins; to him, da they -a@dt:orathts 
exxioſinlats”, with7him,] aod:day .siFis1 Erue;, :@) Lbods; 
I-tnaye- done 'tmany- things! which:: Men 2that * 
to: be thy: Minifters,; and:-trouble the Weoidd by: thy 
Authority, :declare-to:. be. a Sins:z2but. if they 
be, I proteſt I could not help it ; .-Iihptbknovwefi 
could not reſiſt them; and if Thou wouldſt have 
 me*do better for the time tocome, thou muſt give 
| D 2 me 
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©: Gipnkidfh Teaaptetions 
me--more pos than: /hitherto 'F have: had” Which 
horrible: Expoſtulatian  ſhews' haw inconſiſtent this 
damnable:'Doqrin I oppaſe ,. is toithe Duty of Re- 
pentance;: low: ridiculous: it renders. Confeflion/ atd 
Contiiion bar !Sinr; nay how :it, makes” the greateſt 
Sins we: ard tempted. to. commit:,” mo. Sims 'at ' all : 
And - many more: ſack: dreadful -c ces. flow 
from:it} 2s'may -juſhly make the Blades Mo weak 
tiobs: Wits;iithat Talk: it-about the Town if they 
_ po AOROg or. Conſcience lei, to. abhov'ir, and 


Ay. third Reaſour is taken from the confideration 
of the om of: abner. which commonly ,'' beſides 
the: ermaeery, af command,: or: farbid:;' contain; eſther 

fpecial Fhreatnings and"/Promiles, as moſt - 

m——_ and Eirable motives to engage us to pe | 
the” Duties: we ought to do, and abſtain from the Sins 
we ought not to cammit!: But if the free /and' rationab 
Nature of Man, neither fimply- ini felf ,” nor with 
the. adiftince of God:; | if Reafon with, ' 1O' MOTe 
thari without Grace,, have power to overcome;Tem- 
ptations to wilful Sin , it would be: tranſteadent 
_ Cnuelty. for. Princes , and States to' make 
oral Laws tor their Subje&s; and 'much-'more 
fr to make Spiritual Laws for his Church. He 
at as, much Wiſdom and Juftice have 

god Men not to-be Hungry, or Sick ;' not to be 
or-Cold; :fas-nqt-ro: commit Adultery., nod to 
Steal,! fot to- Murher, 'not-to hear: Falſe Witneſs,G«. 


 unlby ſome means on other'it bein their power to 


raſiſt the flxongeſt Temprations that the Wit of Men 
or Devils can: — ny induce them t to [CORBIS 
6-GatidB, : 200 Lizted 1 5153070 


by Conguerable by Chriftians. 

-- My fourth Reaſon I ground on the 20th of Sc. 
Hatthew, w. 33. where our Saviour declares 'that 
Whofaever ſhall deny him before Men, / that him 
will he: deny: before his Fathers: which .is un; Heaven: 
But iwere any; Suffering fo.intolerably tharp, were 'any. 
perſecutions: fo difmal and grievous, that it were im-+ 
poſlible. for ſupported Humane Nature to bear them; 
were .all the: 'Forments of a Remay Inquiſttion , . and 
all the -Artifices of; Cruelty ,  whiek Wit and Malice 
could invent, above the Courage and Refolution of a 
Chriſtian , and inſuperable. by Reaſon, ſtrengthened 
with Grace : The Bleſſed Feſus, who took our 
| Infirmities upon:chim, and; knew by experience what 
Humane. Nature was : . He, I -fay , that was made 
like unto his Brethren, that he might be a Merci- 
ful and Faithful. High-Prieſt , would never deny 
any Man a ſhare in his Atonement , for doing thar , 
which extremity of Torment muft force hins to 
_ commit. | | 1349. 3 

To conclude: with ſuch another Reaſon: You 
may remember that. our Saviour, in the Deſcription 
he gives. of Hell un the. 9th of St. Mark, hath. this 
ingenious: Zebrew Phraſe, Where their Worm dyeth 
ot; which Worm , according to: the ſenſe 'botly of 
the Fewiſh and. Chriſtian Qhurch, ſignifies nothing: 
here; and in the. 66:h of 7ſaiah , but that Stinging 
remorſe: of Conſcience, or continual Fret , ar Ve- 
xation of Soul in Damned Spirits ,. cauſed by rhe 
remembrance, and conſideration of the wiltal Trea- 
chery and Baſeneſs of their own Hearts , it com- 
mitting thoſe Sins, and yielding to thoſe Tempta- 
tions, which they knew they had power ſufficient: 
to. reſiſt. But: were the Damn'd Souls. in Hell. of 
this opinion,- that. it were wnpoſlible, ar: next to-im- 
poſſible;. for Men to: refilt Temptations ; were they” 


CON-: 


Strongeſt Temptations ' 
confcious to themſelves that they were overcome/by 
all 'Temptations to which they yielded , becauſe 
they : wanted. power ſufficient to conquer/-them. ; 
what outward Tortures foever they may endure; 
they muſt needs be free from jnward-Pangs and:Tor- 
ments, from that intolerable ' horror. and remorſe of 
Conſcience which our - Saviohr calls the' Worm, be- 
cauſe, like a Moth. or 'Worm, iv: conſtantly :frets -and 
gnaws upon the tendereſt part'of the Soul that breeds 
it, -and increaſes. the 'Torments:of Hell-more, /than:alt 
the _ Rivers [of . Fire and. Brimſtone' that. conſtantly 
flow therein, _ +112 
' And thus, I hope, T have:faid/enough/to. confirm 
and. i{[uftrate-this. great 'Truth, having provid" it-both. 
by. Authority and: Reaſon ; and” charg'd the eontrary' 
error (or Blaſphemy ſhall 1 fay.) - with ſuch 'abfurd 
and damnable Conſequences, as may juſtly .make any. 
Man, that 'is not deſperate, -both aſhamid- and atraid. 
to aſſert it in the preſence of God, and reafonable- 
Men. But we live (God knows) ina; Nation) and 
Age, wherein Sin and Nonſenſe. are Preſumptuous;! 
and wherein *tis long ſince become. faſhionable and. 

eniteel to queſtion Principles and. deny all thoſe fans: 
amental *Truths of natural and revealed :Divinity: ,- 
which neither” Heatheys nor Chriſtians -ever.. Que-: 
. ſtioned before. This is the reaſon, why Divines;. 
whom God hath ſet for the fervice. and defence of: 
the Goſpel, have of late been fain to lay the Foun-: 
dations .again, and Preach up ſuch . Dodtrins:ras: 
fober Men, not acquainted enough with rhe ini-: 
quity of the Times, have judged. at firſt hearing ;: 
to need no proof : Such as the being. and providence: 
of God, the immortality of the Soul , and the .meteſſity: 
of good works ;' to which I may add the :Subjedt of: 
this Diſcourſe, which hath - been to. prove, __ Do: 


Conquerable 'by Chriſtians. 
Temptations which' God ſuffers to fall upon Chriſtians 
are irreſiſtible, or that no 'thinking, circumſpe&, 
vigilant Man, that's: true to ' his own Reaſon Mind 
careful- to *make': uſe: of ' rhe) promiſed? aſſiſtance ' of 
God, can be over-matched 'by;' any Frial, though 
never fo-ſharp, nor' meet with any "Temptarion roo 
ſtrong to be withſtood , how delightful or charming 
ſoever it be. HO IIS TL TeT | 

And this' DoQvin/ being ptovedby 'fo inany unde- 
niable experiments and reaſons;'F hope may be ſuffi- 
cient''to . demonſtrate” the Folly \' and! chaſtife the In- 
ſolence-and Inpiety of- thoſe Ptrophane 'Men , who, 
becauſe they have- enſlaved themſelves' to their; own 
Paſſions, affe& to make Manilike a' Beaſt ,'(that is, 
| like themſelves) alt Senſe -and'''Appetite'; 'and repre- 
ſent'. him. as determin'd in: all his actions: by out- 
ward objefs, and: unable:to moderate his Luſts, 'and 
Fears: :But had thefe Men but commod Reverence for 
Gad;:or Man; they:would not” fo: Libel:the Nature of 
the latter , iwhich 1s the workmanſhip of the former; 
they would be: more modeſt/'and civil, than to de- 
fine: Hamane ' Nature 'by: their own Corruptions,' or 
pretend'to judge-of: the Thoughts, Advions, and In- 
clinations bf. all other Mean "by'their' own ; - they 
would:heimore conſiderate and-reſerv'd ; 'and not take 
8: Pride :; to--maintain .- and ' propagate -an Opinion 

witiohis:chargeable: with: fach- toul-'and. abſurd con- 
Slyfohs) and: which 2ſhews:them tobe an 'inconſide- 
rat&\ſort\ofiiMen, 'that'i Think: little; and Talk much; 
bnd makes. them obnoxious: to\ that+ dreadtul curſe 
pronounced -by : the Prophet: againſt; thoſe?, that ca// 
good: evah; iavd viliigoody that pat light for darkneſs, 
and: danknaſs >for-light' 3:\rbat' pur bitter for ſweet, and 
feet ifer hitrerormmien nut inot no got, | 

*T'would: be very. ſeaſonable for+ theſe' Licentious 
: Tunes, 
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- Strongeſt Temptations" - 
Times, that ſuch Blaſphemers Tongues were reſtrained - 
by ſevere Laws , that they might only | diſcourſe: 
| theſe and their other pernicious Docrins in their own 
Cabals, and not dare to divulge them, and corrupt 
and trouble the company of civil , - and;ſober Men , 
with ſach damnaþle confident talk. But fince theſe 
Mens Tongues are their own, and in this great: de- 
. fe of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Cenfures, they take the 
liberty to ſpeak- of ;Gad and Man' as: they pleaſe , 
"tis-more - neceſlary that. they ſhould be rebuk'd ,: and 
their horrid Opinions expos'd and confuted in the 
Pulpit, leſt their Deviliſh DoQtrin ſhould ſpread, and 
corrupt the World lke a Canker , white the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel hold their, Peace. -; 217 | | 
_» As for: this Opinion/, it deveſts Man, as you have 
heard, of his better part, viz. his free and rational 
Nature, wherein the image of God conſiſts ; it proves 
al Laws and Orders of Societies to be. uſeleſs,” in« 
ſignificant, and unnatural Inſtitutions ; and To makes 
the Legiſlative Power, whether inveſted in God, ot 
the King, to be Tyranny and Violence ; and Men 
_ = _ — to'be s/he than 
e Chu Iſrael mm pt, where they were com-s 
manded to make 1s pu they had no Straw; 
It contradias the DoArinal and Hiſtorical parts: of 
Scripture, and with unparallet'd Impudeace,  grves the 
Lye,to the Martyre/ogies both of t 4 Chris 
Gian Church, - It contradicts the Definition of Vietue 
add Grace 3 in; particular, :it makes Fortitude ; Zems 
perance, Self-denial, Patience, Sebricty,' Chaſtity, and 
all other injus'd and acquir'd Habits of refiftingSin, 
to, be idle. Fiftitiovs notions-;.8nd fo makes: afl-che 
Nivines.and, Philoſophers thathave everheen , to have 
been Impoſtors or Fools. Furthermore, -it is\incom- 
ſiſtent with 2he Doftria of Repentance , and' deftroys 
a 46 4 the 
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the Goodneſs: and Wiſdom of God, who, upon the 
ſuppoſition - that the Scriptures are true, bath ex- 
horted his People to the prattice of ſuch Duties, which 
he. knew: before , [they could not :da.. . To/conclude, 
it oyerthrows the Cathalick: Hypotheſis of aſſiſting 
Grace, diſſolves the. Obligation. of our  Sacramental 
Vows, difarms Hell: of the, moſt exquiſit part. of: its 

['Torments., . and confourids the notion: of. Good: and 
Evil, by ;making it: Lawful, in; ſuppoſing; it fometimes 
neceſſary for Men to.cominit the moſt- heinous Sins. 
All which abſurd and deteſtable Conſequences, I hope, 
you now hear with Chriſtian Indignation,, and will re- 
member hereafter with -horrour and difdain:, when 
ever you ſhall hear theſe ſenſual Men, . Lke- thoſe that 
were ſent to ſpy out the Holy Land, repreſent them- 
ſelves and their Brethren , as Graſhoppers ; but their 


Spiritual Adverfaries, the Temptors and Tempta- 


tions with which they ought to conflid, as inſuperable 
Anakims, as enemies of a prodigious ſtature, greater, 
and taller, and ſtronger "than themſelves. But theſe 
are uſually Men, that have turn'd the grace of God 
znto laſciviouſneſs, whoſe glory is their | a , whoſe 
God is their belly , who mind earthly things. And 
becauſe they have debauch'd themſelyes into Brute: 
Beaſts, or at leaſt have a mind to do ſo, therefore 
( as St. Jude Speaks ) they foam out their ſhame and 
infidelity in ſlandering the rational nature of Man, 
exploding the Doctrin of* aſliſting Grace, Drolling 
upon Godly Men, and diſcrediting , as much as they 
can, the Authority of the Goſpel, becauſe it thwarts 
their Luſts , and diſturbs. their ſenſual repoſe, by 
Teaching, that Men by the grace of God have 
power to overcome the World, refiſt the Devil, and 
deny all ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts; and becauſe 
it exhorts Men in Gods name to be patient, _— 
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and Betfaſft;; to be Jebers, cremipabart ; a haſt ;-46 
Night the good fight 3 '20\! fiſh: rhe vonrſe-;1 WS 
were unto :the end; Laſtly, hecaule it in acfifirew ie) 
God-afſiſts us in-'alt -our''Spiranal , Cotnbars:;” From 
'us ln all our' Trials; and will mueoias eo ofe 
than Conquerours *lrough Chraft lovet us; 
aay , that, Chrift himſelf ,- who ) haph: ſuffered avi bees 
rempred; is able xv Juccour them that ane tempred ;und 
that no Tempratiog hath taken: us ; bi "ſuck as'& 
moderate and common to Man; becauſe God i is faithfill 
ante ages Favs yp pn i oben 
above our rength, will wit Tem 
'tion make a gracious: way ito <hops/ ar” we ; may be 
able t0'bear it, ol; TS 
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